@»

Portland Chapter

September 2011
Portland

Prestant &
www.portlandago.org Organists

2010 - 2011
Ofpcers/Volunteers

Dean
James Isaak

Sub-Dean
Grant Edwards

Secretary
David Howard

Treasurer
Fred Beal

Registrar
E. Ann Farrington

Auditor
Bill Kuhn

Placement & Positions Coordinator
Jon Holland

Website Editor
Heidi Kohne

Prestant Newsletter Editor
Allison Zimmerman

Executive Committee Members
Karen Corbett, Michael Fox,
Mitch Groh

Program Committee Members
Bob Hinson, Ralph Nelson,
Bob Spiers

Professional Concerns
James Ledbetter

Regional Councillor
Dean Jamieson

The Portland Prestant is the
ofpcial publication of the
Portland Oregon Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists.
Deadline for submissions is
the 20th day of the month
preceding publication.

pdxally@gmail.com

Dean’s Letter

ummer draws to a close, and we are approaching a new
Sprogram year that I, for one, hardly feel ready for. While

there is not much that is positive that | can get out of
that thought, it does lead me to reyect on one fact. The Guild
has tended more-or-less to tie a lot of its schedule to the
academic year. Many of the founders, and many of our greatest
leaders have been full-time music directors and teachers. It’s
hardly surprising that some of our scheduling reyects that. For
example, our regional and national conventions often take place
very close to July 4th. For people on an academic schedule,
this is not generally a problem, but for someone like me with
a corporate job, it can be very difpcult to get time off near a
major holiday, because everyone else in the ofpce wants time
off then, too.

There was no way this year that | was going to be able to
go to the regional convention in Boise. | could either get time
off for the Pipe Organ Encounter (POE) or time off for the
convention, and when push came to shove, | had to decide that
the needs of our own Chapter took precedence. | use this as
an example not to complain about my personal schedule, but
to illustrate how we have to be aware of the different needs
of the different types of members that we have. Even if our
membership was more homogeneous in the past (which I’m not
necessarily convinced of), | believe we can only expect more
diversity of experience in the future.

To that end, one of the things the Board would depnitely like
to focus on this year is to provide more ideas for those of us
who are part-time and work in smaller churches. Now, | do not
want to give the appearance of slighting those of us who have
full-time music positions. We very much need the energy and
expertise of our full-time musicians. However, as an organist
with a choir of 4, now looking likely to be a choir of 3 for the
coming year, this is an issue near and dear to my heart. There
are a lot of musicians in this area that could benept from
resources and ideas for communities with limited resources.

James Isaak, Dean
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PIORTLAND 2011 Pipe Organ Encounter
REGON & Centennial Organ Festival

Pipe Organ Encounter Portland Oregon was a rousing success by all counts,

serving 24 excellent students from 5 states with a distinguished faculty of 12.
30 pipe organ venues were engaged in the process, featuring Portlandds pnest
at every step of the way. In addition, our pve public events amounted to a
Centennial Organ Festival on the occasion of the chapter’s 100th anniversary.
Publicized locally by newspaper and radio, we happily greeted many friends and
colleagues at each public event. Our residential host, Concordia University,
Portland, was a good pt for us because of location, access to organs for practice
and the pnal student recital.

On Sunday, July 10, registrar Karen Corbett ofpcially opened up the 0sign-iné
desk, followed by informal campus tours, meeting roommates, trying on the
ofpcial tee shirt, playing frisbee on the quad, and sharing a tasty dinner.

Our four rented vans (named Bach, Buxtehude, Franck, and Widor) transported
us to a splendid opening concert by Douglas Cleveland at First Presbyterian
Church. All of the weekds programs, stoplists and biods were collected into an
attractive program book by our publicity chair, Heidi Kohne, who also designed
our colorful logo. Bill Kuhn ably organized the faculty, and treasurer Fred Beal

prepared all our pnancials and paid the bills. Additionally, two electronic practice organs were
provided by the Rodgers Instruments of Hillsboro, Oregon, under the auspices of Gary Kibble.

On weekday mornings, an intricate web of drivers, chaperones, and teachers was designed by
Bob Spiers, crisscrossing the town, transporting students to secure lesson and practice locations.
Catered lunches were provided each day by services coordinator, Ruth Register, who also planned
menus and reviewed all contracts. Our prst workshop, 0How to Practice,6 was led by Douglas
Cleveland at Lewis and Clark College, Portland. Shifting gears, Jonas Nordwall treated us to a
theatre organ demo at Cleveland High School, with a silent movie from the days of the dmovie
palace6 plus a supervised hands-on crawl through organ. The American Theatre Organ Society

(ATOS) Oregon Chapter co-sponsored the event with us, thanks to Robert Kingdom. After a home-

style dinner, students were treated to a POE Faculty Concert at First United Methodist, featuring

Portlandts largest church organ. There was an organ duo, organ with instrument, organ with hymn

singing, so we witnessed a variety of ways the organ is used.

Tuesdayts lunch scheduled for Portlandds famous International Rose Garden was interrupted by light

rain, so a nearby church was quickly commandeered. Not one, but two organ crawls followed:
First Presbyterian Church, demonstrated by Jon Stuber, and First United Methodist Church,
demonstrated by Jonas Nordwall, with special notice of the many electronic features found on
many contemporary pipe organs. (The kids loved his performance of Harry Potter themes!) The
afternoon and evening was saved for fun and a visit to Oaks Park (oldest U.S. amusement park in

continuous operation) where we roller-skated to their 4-manual WurliTzer, played by Gary Russell,

who also got his start as a teen. Thereafter a lot of fun was had on the rides and amusements.
Later that evening we regaled each other with an improvised student talent show combining certain
impressive onon-organ6 musicianship and laugh-out-loud comedy.
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