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This month I wanted to touch on a topic I have touched 
on before, but is one that bears repeating. I was 
appalled to read not too long ago in TAO that our 

national president had to chastise us for being rude to fellow 
members at a Guild event. Let me say that I think we have 
generally avoided that kind of behavior in the Portland 
Chapter, both currently and as long as I can remember.
I think it is to all of our credit that I have not received 
reports of the kind that Dr. Guenther described, and I thank 
you all for that.

We should be careful not to be complacent, however. 
To me it seems one of the main dangers that we as a
Chapter have to keep þ ghting is insularity. Have a lot of us 
known each other too long, and have the same people done 
the same or similar jobs within the Chapter for as long as 
we can remember? If so,a newcomer at a Chapter event 
could deþ nitely feel slighted, even if no slight was intended. 
Hospitality is not merely a matter of avoiding overt offences. 
It’s always easiest to talk to people we already know,
but I encourage all of us to seek out and introduce
ourselves to anyone we don’t know at a Chapter event.

Being the ambassadors of our profession, our chapter, and 
our guild is a responsibility that falls to each and everyone 
one of us. If you think it’s the dean’s job, or the executive 
board’s job, or the Prestant editor’s job, allow me to 
disabuse you. It’s your job.

D e a n ’ s   L e t t e r

James Isaak, Dean

Portland AGO Chapter
G A R D E N   P A R T Y
Sunday, June 26  2:00 PM

All are welcome!
See page 2 for details.
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Tuesday, June 14  7:00 PM   Portland AGO Executive Board Meeting   
Meeting to be held at the Bond organ factory.  For more information, contact James Isaak,
Dean at jamesisaak@msn.com or 503-242-5734.

Sunday, June 26  2:00 PM - ?      Portland AGO Garden Party
All chapter members are invited to attend our June event, a potluck at the home of 
Michael Fox. Michaelõs home is located at 175 NE 7th Ave. in downtown Hillsboro at the 
corner of Lincoln St., one block N of Main Street. This is especially convenient for MAX 
riders (Tualtity Hosp./SE 8th Ave. station.) ...Just ride in the front of the train and walk 
two blocks north.

 Please bring a dish to share. Beverages and appetizers will be provided, and an outdoor grill 
will be available for those who wish to bring grillable offerings.  Guests are also encouraged (but 
not required) to prepare a piece of light entertainment -- humorous readings, song parodies, or 
other such obstruse nonsense. Think of it as a rare opportunity to release your inner Victor Borge!  
This is a musical household, naturally: the 1906 Mason & Hamlin piano in the 1916 living room 
òform bracketsó around the date of our AGO chapterõs founding (1911). A Rodgers 810 lives out 
in the garage, and upstairs thereõs a high-end stereo to play the 3,200 (!) organ LPõs and CDõs, 
alongside thousands of other recordings, such as 50’s jazz and 60’s rock.
 Plant lovers will enjoy the big garden, starting with the 120-year-old giant sequoia, a 
Hillsboro landmark. Botanical curiosities abound (weõve heard that Michaelõs wife haunts 
specialty nurseries.)
 Please RSVP to Michael Fox if you plan to attend (mikefox175@gmail.com or 503-
640-6265). Let Michael know also what dish you are inclined to bring. For questions regarding 
entertainment, contact Grant Edwards (uccmusic@comcast.net or 503-502-7484).  This promises to 
be a fun, relaxing afternoon, and a great opportunity to get to know each other better. We hope to 
see you there!    Grant Edwards, Sub-Dean

Portland AGO Monthly Luncheon 11:30 AM   General membership, non-business meeting on 
the last Tuesday of each month at Newport Seafood Grill, 1200 NE Broadway in Portland (just north of Lloyd 
Center, next to Safeway).  Members and guests are invited to come to enjoy good food and good chatting, 

M A R K   Y O U R   C A L E N D A R

 We have a great group of 24 talented teens coming here to Concordia 
University to enjoy four days of fun and learning, a þ rst-rate lineup of 

The POE is Looking Great!

Ruth Register, Volunteer Coordinator

July 3 - 7    AGO Region VIII Convention in Boise, Idaho
The Les Bois (Boise) chapter of the American Guild of Organists invites you to the Region VIII convention.
AGO President, Dr. Eileen Guenther, will be the keynote speaker at the gala convention banquet.
The program has something for all levels of interest in the organ.  www.convention.agoboise.org

recitalists including nationally known Nathan Laube and Doug Cleveland, a 
dozen terriþ c teachers, and the best pipe organ venues in Portland for practice and 
performance...all we need now is YOU! It is your involvement, your participation that 
will make this POE the best it can be. 
 We have space for two more drivers, (your own car or a fully insured, rented 
minivan from Enterprise) three or four venue chaperones, and a photographer/
videographer or two--the more the merrier!
 To join our special group of volunteers, just call Ruth at 503-750-7071. Iõll send 
you a brief Volunteer Information Form and answer any questions you may have.  
Don’t forget to circle July 10-14 on your calendar; you and your friends won’t want 
to miss the special evening recitals! And thank you for your support and participation.
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3. Grant’s church will be unavailable during April 
 2012 for the Bachathon because of a big 
 event. Better to have it at St. Mark’s. Perhaps 
 earlier next year.
4. Might be good to wait until next year and, 
 instead of celebrating our chapter’s 100th 
 anniversary this year, join with all others in 
 celebrating the 200th anniversary of AGO. 
 Hosting the POE will occupy our energy and 
 þ nances this year.

Treasurer’s Report:
1. Insigniþ cant income from interest in March;
 in April, $486 from the Bachathon.
2. Membership and resultant revenue has been 
 going down year by year. But we have already 
 received 13 renewals to date.

POE Report: (Wally Krueger)
1. A full number (24) of students coming.
2. Waiting on National for scholarship money.
3. Distributed a sheet with information 
 regarding volunteers and registration form.
4. There was a verbal description of the 
 calendar of events during the week.
5. Discussion of the organs at Cleveland 
 High School and Oaks Park regarding cutting 
 through red tape to get access to them for 
 POE activities.

No further business, the meeting was adjourned

Portland Chapter AGO Executive Committee
Meeting Minutes  -  May 10, 2011

Present: Fred Beal, Grant Edwards, Ann 
Farrington, Michael Fox, Mitch Groh, Bob 
Hinson, David Howard, James Isaak, Wally 
Krueger, Bill Kuhn.

The meeting was called to order by the Dean.
Minutes: MSC to accept the minutes of April 12. 
Correct the Bachathon income to $486.

Dean’s Business:
1. Need for election soon and installation of 
 ofþ cers before June 30. Installation
 could be held at the next social event.
2. Nominating committee selection: in process 
 right now.
3. Discussion re: members advertising  
 themselves as substitutes. Also, members
 who receive scholarship money. We need
 to review the policy concerning these. 
 Shouldn’t the teacher be the gatekeeper:  
 is the pupil showing up for lessons? practicing?  
 worthy of more money?

Registrar’s report:
1. Ann sent out the registration forms in
 early May.

Program report:
1. Social at Michael Fox’s place to be in June at 
 a time convenient to him. Members are 
 invited to bring amusing musical pieces. 
 Details will follow.
2. Have the Fall program at Temple Beth Israel 
 after Rosh Hashanah and before Yom Kippur 
 (between Sept. 28 and Oct. 8) David Howard,  Secretary

Respectfully submitted,

Hereõs a message from Nancy Metzger, former directorof music
at Saint James Lutheran church.

PS -- Nancy is sending TWO students to our POE this summer. 

 Walter Krueger

 Congratulations to the Portland Chapter on your 100th anniversary!  I remember 
well during the mid 1980õs, all the grant writing, planning and clamoring to put on 
programs for our 75th anniversary.We also put on two Regional Conventions while 
I was in Portland, and one of the þ rst POEõs.  This kind of programming takes a lot 
of people who are dedicated. This was something the Portland Chapter always had 
during my 20 years there. I hope that continues for your chapter. 
 Coming back to the Sacramento Chapter 12 years ago has helped me see how 
fortunate we were in PDX.  A small chapter with barely 50 to 60 members just 
can’t do these programming challenges. We have had one great success, though, 
and that is our scholarship program for young organists. I hope we continue to þ nd 
gifted young people for these scholarships. I have worked on this for 5 years, and 
it is only now beginning to take off.  The funding (we pay our teachers a small fee) 
comes mainly from Bachathon sponsorships,but that is another topic!.               
(Received from Walter Krueger 4-28-11)   Nancy Metzger

Next meeting: June 14, 7:00 at Bond organ factory.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Portland Prestant

Part Time/Job Share Organist ð Messiah Lutheran Church, 4965 Indiana Avenue and Cordon Road in 
Salem.  First, third and possibly þ fth Sundays.  One hour service at 10 a.m.  Traditional Lutheran 
service from the new LSB service hymnal (Missouri Synod).  Prefer someone familiar with Lutheran 
liturgy but will train/help a non-Lutheran organist 
who is willing to learn.  For more information 
please contact the head elder, Mr. Chuck Veach 
at (503) 743-2628.  If you want more information 
regarding playing requirements, contact Messiah’s 
other Organist/Choir Director Roberta Chesley at 
503-919-4975. (5-27-11) 
To list a church music position opening or yourself 
as a substitute, or to obtain a list of current 
openings or substitutes, contact Dr. Jon Holland, 
AGO Placement Coordinator, at 503-625-8001 
or agopdx.placement@comcast.net. An e-mail 
edition of this list is now available, sent out 
whenever there is an addition or change to the 
list. To be included on the mailing list, send your 
e-mail address to Jon Holland.

Portland AGO Positions Available List

AGO Members and Friends,
The Sunnyside United Methodist Church 
has quite a collection of organ and piano 
music that was donated to the church 
by Charlene Cowls.  She was organist at 
Sunnyside from 1959 - 1980.  This music 
all needs to þ nd a new home.  If you 
would like to take a look at the music, 
give Clarice Kruschwitz a call at 503-233-
6633.  Feel free to pass this message on 
to anyone you think would be interested 
in looking also.  Thank you,  Clarice 
Kruschwitz   clarohn@msn.com  (5-16-11)


