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From the Desk of James Isaak

Dean’s Letter

or my prst Deanés Letter, | wanted to tell all of you what
Fan honor and privilege it is to be chosen as Dean of the
Portland Chapter. Many years ago when | joined the AGO

at the urging of my organ teacher (Sue Jensen, in case you
were wondering), | could not have imagined | would someday
be dean. It is a great responsibility, and | will do my best to live
up to it.

| cannot do the work of this chapter by myself, of course.
You have elected an excellent Executive Board and Program
Committee, whose help | will rely on heavily. But keep in mind
that, while we on the Board are here to serve you, the work of
the chapter needs the help of each and every member.

| realize that not everyone can come to every single chapter
event. The Portland area has grown over the years, both in
population and in the number of musical goings-on. | personally
have missed many pne programs because of scheduling
conyicts, or because | simply didnot have the time or the
energy. The reality is that most of us are working at least two
jobs. Full-time church or synagogue positions in Portland are
very few, and you do not need me to remind you of the cultural
and economic challenges we are all facing. In addition to
that, many members who have been very active for years are
feeling burnt-out. But as your dean, | feel itds my call to get us
to look past these discouraging trends and try to focus on the
opportunities that surround us.

To give you an example, Nancy Nickel had recently
asked me to cover a wedding for her at St. James Lutheran
downtown, and | had scheduled a wedding consultation for the
20-something-year-old bride. At prst, she had wanted most
of the service to be on the piano, except for the processional
and the recessional. But as | went over various candidates for
processional and recessional with her, she changed her mind
on using the piano for the pre-service music. What she actually
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