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The Dean’s Letter

Richard  F. Wrye, Dean
rkwrye@teleport.com

The talent in the Portland Chapter is really amazing. 
This was proved again on Sunday, 24 January when 
Grant Edwards presented a wonderful program at First 

Congregational Church, downtown. The programming was 
interesting and the playing very good. We also found that Grant 
has a talent for composition, as well as all the other things he 
does. Thank You, Grant!

We (Ann, that is) counted between þ fteen and twenty AGO 
members at the program. While this is an improvement over 
some recent events, it’s a fairly small percentage of our 
membership. I always have the hope that more of us will be 
able to participate in Chapter sponsored events. There are 
several coming up the rest of this program season. Do your best 
to take advantage of them, and support your fellow organists.

You should have received your directory by now. We sincerely 
apologize for its tardiness. We are working to improve the 
system for next year.

The Board voted to continue to sponsor organ music on KQAC. 
We have changed the format so that we can more effectively 
announce programs. This þ rst happened before Grantõs 
program. I’m not sure how we can test its effectiveness; we 
trust it will help our cause. Suggestions are always welcome.

I will once more plead with you to seriously consider working 
with the Chapter as an ofþ cer. This is so important to our 
survival as an organization. I know there are many very 
talented members out there who can help lead the Chapter and 
move it forward. Let us hear from you. 

As we move from the darkness of winter toward the light of 
spring, my hope is that our music making and worship leading 
will be a blessing.
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Sunday, February 7   5:00  PM
Bach Cantata Vespers at St. James.
The Bach Vespers series at historic St. James Lutheran 
Church  in downtown Portland presents J.S. Bach’s  
Cantata 126 for choir, soloists, trumpet, oboes, and 
strings.  Soloists Tim Galloway (countertenor), Les Green 
(tenor), and  Kevin Helppie (bass) join the St. James Bach 
Choir.  Guest organist, Cheryl Will, will play works of 
Samuel Scheidt and J. S. Bach.    A new motet “My Grace 
is Sufþ cientó by Timothy Nickel will be premiered.  Guest 
homilist is Bishop Brauer-Rieke of the ELCA Oregon Synod.  
St. James Lutheran Church,  1315 SW Park Ave. (corner of 
SW Park Blocks and Jefferson St.)  Free parking is available 
in lot at SW 10th and Columbia.  Freewill offering supports 
the Bach Vespers series in its þ fth season at St. James.  
Contact: Nancy Nickel 503-227 2439.

Sunday, February 7    2:00-3:00 PM
“SuperBach” Concert on “Superbowl” Sunday
The Bach Cantata Choir of Portland will present a free 
concert of music dating from 1410 through 1736. Rose City 
Park Presbyterian Church, 1907 NE 45th Ave in Portland.  The 
concert, under the direction of conductor Ralph Nelson, 
will feature the American premiere of òLobe den Herrnó 
by Johann Schelle (1648-1701) ð a predecessor of Bachõs at 
St. Thomas Church in Leipzig.  The concert also features 
Bachõs Cantata #18 and smaller works by Ockeghem (1410-
1487), Clemens non Papa (1510-1556), Monteverdi (1567-
1643) and Giovanni Pergolesi (1710-1736).  The soloists 
featured in the cantata will be Cameron Herbert, soprano, 
Byron Wright, tenor and bass-baritone Jacob Herbert.  A 
free-will offering will be taken. Contact:  Ralph C. Nelson 
503-702-1973.

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r

E. Ann Farrington, Program Chair

Monday, February 8   7:00 PM
Monthly Executive Board Meeting
For infomration about the meeting, contact Dick 
Wrye at 503-201-8541 or rkwrye@teleport.com.  
Please note change of meeting location for this 
meeting only to St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal 
Church 1704 NE 43 Ave in Portland, Bob Spiers, 
Assoc. for Music & Liturgy  at St. Michael & All Angels, 
503-284-7141 ext. 311 or 503-799-5285 cell.

Sunday, February 14 3:00 PM
Salem Chapter Organ Concert
The community is cordially invited to attend 
the annual Organ Concert performed by the 
outstanding members of the Salem Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists.  This yearõs program 
will be held at beautiful St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church with organists performing on the Gabriel 
Kney tracker organ.  The various programs 
will feature the music of Bach, Scheidemann, 
Marpurg, Pachelbel, and a premier organ work 
by Salem composer Scott Werdebaugh.   St. Paul 
Episcopal Church,   1444 Liberty St. SE in Salem.   
Contact:  Roberta Chesley 503-362-7239 or Helen 
Hollenbeck 503-651-2268.

Monthly Luncheon 11:30 AM  General 
membership, non-business meeting on the last 
Tuesday of each month at the Newport Seafood 
Grill, 1200 NE Broadway in Portland (just north 
of Lloyd Center, next to Safeway). Members and 
guests are invited to come to enjoy good food 
and good chatting, some organ-related, some 
not. Everyone is on his/her own for lunch.

March 7    Lee Garrett will present a workshop on the Orgelb¿chlein of J. S. Bach.  This will be held at Lewis & 
Clark, Agnes Flanagan Chapel, from 2 to 5 p.m.  The workshop will be a combination lecture  and performance.  

April 23-24    Aaron David Miller will present a concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday and a  workshop on improvisation 
the following morning, St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Beaverton.  Co-sponsored by St. Andrews and
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church in Portland.

May 23    We were hoping to have Paul Klemme present a workshop on conducting choirs, especially from 
he console.  However, Dr. Klemme is giving a concert May 23 at 2 p.m. at First Presbyterian. It is hoped
that many Chapter members and friends will attend this concert which will feature music written
for the season of Pentecost.

June    We are researching the possibility of having a picnic at Alpenrose Farm utilizing the concert organ 
there.  This would be a joint picnic with Salem Chapter and possibly the Columbia Theater Organ group.
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The Organ Trail  òMusic for the King of Instrumentsó
Sundays @ 9:00-10:00 PM (Paciþ c Time)   www.allclassical.org

A message from Lee Garrett regarding short organ concerts by the
candidates for Canon of Cathedral Music, Trinity Cathedral, Portland  

February 7 “Galic in Greensboro.ó   Take a trip on the Organ Trail
as we travel to the city of Greensbboro, NC to hear the CB Fisk Pipe Organ.
 Jean-Fran­ois Dandrieu: òO Filii et Filiaeó (7:05)
 César Franck: Fantaisie in C major (11:18)
 Alphonse Schmitt: Pièce en Forme de Canon (2:58)
 Gaston Litaize: Jeux de Rythmes (2:32)
 César Franck: Choral in A minor (12;28)
 Maurice Duruÿ ®: Scherzo, Op. 2 (6:03)
 Marcel Dupr®: Prelude and Fugue in F minor, Op. 7 (7:24)
Andre Lash/organ (Fisk/Christ Methodist; Greensboro) Pro Organo CD 7213

February 14 “Sounds of St. David’s.ó Our travels on th
 Organ Trail take us to Wales, England with organist Alexander Mason.
 George Frideric Handel: Occasional Overture (9:08)
 Alexandre Guilmant: Grand choeur (7:29)
 Frank Bridge: Adagio in E major (5:26)
 C®sar Franck: Pi¯ce H®roµque (9:07)
 Olivier Messiaen: òDieu parmi nousó (8:29)
 Alexander Mason: Variations on; òTorchesó (10:08)
Alexander Mason/organ (Willis/St. Davidõs Cath.) Regent CD319

February 21 “Organ & Choral Music.” Organ and Choral Music of Josef
Rheinberger and Jean Langlais are featured stops on the þ nal trip of the Organ Trail.
 Josef Rheinberger: Mass in F minor, Op. 159 (22:04)
 Caÿ isch/organ; Scherrer/Cantus Firmus Guild GMCD 7290
 Jean Langlais: Suite Medievale in the form of a Messe Basse, Op. 56 (28:10
Marx/organ; Schmid/Schola Gregoriana der Hochschule Ars Musici 232260

PLEASE NOTE: 
 I have been
informed by John 
Burke of the radio 
station that the 
Organ Trail has
been canceled, 
or at least taken 
off the air for the 
foreseeable future.  
 Pipedreams will 
replace the program 
beginning March 7, 
2010.

René. Marceau

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r

 We invite anyone from the congregation and 
larger community who is interested to attend 
these auditions, and I am particularly hopeful 
that members of the Portland AGO Chapter who 
are available will plan to join us.
 All recitals will be at 7pm on the
Rosales Organ;
 * February 4:    Michael Kleinschmidt 
 (currently Organist and Director of Music,  
 Trinity Church, Copley Square, Boston)
 * February 25    
 * March 11
 * March 18

As a part of the search process for the 
next Canon for Cathedral Music at Trinity 
Cathedral, the four candidates whom we 

are bringing for on-site interviews and auditions 
will present a public organ recital of thirty to 
forty minutes duration.   
 Their programs will include voluntaries 
of their choosing, and two hymns that I will 
ask them to play for congregational singing.  
Our expectation for the hymns is for related 
improvisations, alternate harmonizations, 
changes in registration and textures that are a 
part of good hymn playing. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Organist - Calvary Lutheran Church, Portland
One service, 9:00 am Sunday, plus additional seasonal services. Accompany choir rehearsals on 
Wednesday evenings September through May. For more information, or to apply, contact Enid 
Wheeler at (503) 774-8335, or Pastor Carl Stenzel at (503) 762-3639. 

Organist/Choir Director - Trinity Lutheran Church, Oregon City
Two services weekly. Choir seasonally (14 weeks per year). Reuter pipe organ. Salary $12,000 per 
year. Contact Pastor Michael Kasting at (503) 632-5554.

To list a church music position opening or yourself as a substitute, or to obtain a list of current 
openings or substitutes, contact Dr. Jon Holland, AGO Placement Coordinator, at (503) 625-8001 or 
agopdx.placement@verizon.net. An e-mail edition of this list is now available, sent out whenever 
there is an addition or change to the list. To be included on the mailing list, send your e-mail 
address to Jon Holland.

Portland AGO Positions Available List  as of 1-26-10


