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The Dean’s Letter

Richard Wrye, Dean
rkwrye@teleport.com

It is with great pleasure I 
announce that the Board 
voted at its last meeting 

to bestow on Margaret 
Witschard Honorary Life 
Membership in the Portland 
Chapter.  Margaret has had 
a distinguished career with 
the AGO and the Portland 
Chapter.  Margaret was Dean 
of the Portland Chapter for 
two years, and then served 
as Regional Councillor for 
Region VIII.  She was chair of 
the AGO National Nominating 
Committee and then moved on 
to become National Councillor 
for Professional Development.  
We are delighted to honor 
her work in this way. 
Congratulations, Margaret!

Now the “bad” news. At the 
last Board meeting, Treasurer/
Registrar Fred Beal told us that 
there are about 45 of you who 
have not yet renewed for the 
coming year. We need you, and 
I hope you sense a need for 
this professional organization. 
We are here to help and 
encourage church musicians. 
Part of that is mutual 
encouragement. So, if your 
renewal is sitting someplace 
forgotten and lonely,

or even lost, I strongly 
encourage you to send it in,
or contact Fred Beal at
fbmfam@msn.com for a 
replacement.  We have some 
great programs planned for 
the year. And we can all 
use the mutual support of a 
professional organization.

I would also encourage you to 
talk to fellow organists who 
are not members of AGO. 
This list includes the names 
of some very þ ne musicians. 
Share the joy and enthusiasm 
and help us be a better 
professional organization. 

It is also not too early to be 
thinking of other ways you can 
help the Chapter. Volunteer. 
Volunteer to run for an ofþ ce 
on the Board. Give suggestions 
for programming. Think of 
some new way to help your 
fellow organists. Be creative!

I hope all this (after the þ rst 
paragraph) hasn’t sounded 
too negative. Be a positive 
inÿ uence on the organ 
profession.

Blessings on all you do.




