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The Dean’s Letter

hen | became Dean
almost two years ago,
one of my goals was

to emphasize that AGO is an
educational organization.

That would mean many

of our programs would be
educational, workshops for
organists and choir directors,
and the like. I’m sorry that has
not been realized as well as it
might. | hope we can continue
to work toward that goal.

This month on the 8th of
May at 7 PM, we will have an
educational program. | will
lead an informal workshop
on hymn playing, something
most of us do on a regular
basis. Since we already do this
regularly, why do we need a
workshop? First and foremost,
we can always do better.

In my experience at AGO
conventions and other similar
organizational conferences,
this topic always draws a
crowd. And not only of those
just beginning. We all want
to broaden our perspective
and skills, and do a better job
of leading our congregations
in worship. We can all share
things that will certainly help
each other. So whatever you
consider your skill level in this

area, | hope you will come to
learn, to share, and to grow in
this most important task of a
church organist.

The workshop will be
at Lake Grove Presbyterian
Church, utilizing their organ
recently revitalized by
the Bond Shop. There will
also be a Music Swap. See
announcements elsewhere in
this issue for more details.

In the next few days, those
of you who are voting members
of the Portland Chapter will be
receiving your ballots for the
annual election. Please vote
early (but not often). This is
an important exercise, and
we need your support. And it’s
not too early to begin thinking
about how you can help the
Chapter in the future, as an
ofpcer or other active member.

After the election is
pnished, we will install our
new ofpcers for the 2009-
2010 season at our Installation
Service, tentatively scheduled
for June 21. More details will
follow. That date allows you
time to go to the Regional
Convention in Seattle
beginning June 28. Dondt miss
either event.

Richard Wrye, Dean
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Mark Your Calendar

Friday, May 8 7:00 - 9:00 PM Portland AGO Hymn-playing Workshop
Presented by Richard Wrye at Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, 4040 Sunset Drive in Lake Oswego,
503-636-5656. In addition to the hymn-playing workshop, we will also have a music swap.

Bring any music you want to give away, and pick up something new or interesting to you.

Richard invites anyone who wants to play a hymn for the group to come prepared to do so. Also,
anyone who would just like to play the newly refurbished organ might like to play something just
for fun. Mitch Groh, Organist at Lake Grove Presbyterian, will be on hand to tell us some of the
new features of the organ. We will have light refreshments to encourage socializing, so come and
have a fun evening out.

Monday, May 18 7:00 PM Portland AGO Monthly Executive Board Meeting
The Portland AGO Board meets monthly at St. Michaelds Lutheran Church, 6700 NE 29th Ave,
Portland. For more information, contact Richard Wrye at 503-201-8541 or rkwrye@teleport.com.

Portland AGO Monthly Luncheon 11:30 PM

There is a general membership, non-business meeting monthly on the last Tuesday of each month
at the Newport Seafood Grill, 1200 NE Broadway in Portland. All members are invited to come to
enjoy good food and good chatting, some organ-related, some not. Everyone is on his/her own for
lunch.

Sunday, June 21 5:00 PM Portland AGO Annual Installation Service
Bob Spiers has graciously invited us to St. Michael and All Angels for Evensong sung by his choir.

Positions Available as of 4-21-09

Director of Music - St. Henry’s Catholic Church, Gresham. This person will be responsible for
providing quality liturgical music for two Sunday masses, 8:00 am (congregational singing) and

9:45 am (choir); Holy Days and special feasts. Also responsible for one weeknight choir rehearsal.
This position requires formal music training (preferably a Bachelords Degree in Music), accomplished
keyboard skills, the ability to lead a choir, and knowledge of Catholic liturgy. This is a part-time
position. Salary negotiable. For more information including a copy of the job description, call the
church at 503.665.9129.

To list a church music position opening or yourself as a substitute, or to obtain a list of current
openings or substitutes, contact Dr. Jon Holland, AGO Placement Coordinator, at (503) 625-8001 or
agopdx.placement@verizon.net. An e-mail edition of this list is now available, sent out whenever
there is an addition or change to the list. To be included on the mailing list, send your e-mail
address to Jon Holland.

My name is Fran Cooke. | have a Rodgers Organ 23E for sale. | was wondering if you
might know of anyone who might be interested or have any suggestions as to how
would be the best way to sell it, other than Craig’s list. Thanks for any information
you can give me. Fran Cooke francookel959@yahoo.com
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The Organ Trail oMusic for the King of Instrumentso

Sundays @ 9:00-10:00 PM (Pacipc Time) www.allclassical.org

May 3 The Bavokerk, Organ Music of 19th Century France.
Take a trip on the Organ Trail as we travel to the city of Haarlem, Holland
to hear the magnipcent Christain Muller Pipe Organ
Charles-Marie Widor: Symphony No. 6 in G minor, Op. 42, No. 2; Allegro (9:16)#
Camille Saint-Satns: Troisi me Fantaisie in C major, Op. 147 (12:07)#
L®on Blxliman: Suite Gothique, Op. 25 (14:33)$
Charles-Marie Widor: Symphony No. 5 in F major, Op. 42, No. 1; Allegro (12:06)*
Jos van der Kooy (Muller/Bavokerk/Haarlem)
*Intersound 1008, #Intersound 1013, $DVH 140035

May 10 Happy Birthday! The Organ Trail celebrates the birthdays
of Felix Mendelssohn (2/3/1809) and G. Donald Harrison (4/21/1889).
Felix Mendelssohn: Sonata No. 1 in F minor, Op. 65 (15:30)
Kent Trittle/organ (Mander/St. Ignatius Loyola, NYC) Gothic G 49068
Maurice Duruy®: Prelude and Fugue on the name Alain, Op. 7 (12:04)
Kimberly Marshall/organ (Cavaillee-Coll/St. Sernin/Toulouse) Priory 261
Healey Wilan: Prelude and Fugue in C minor (11:11)
Mark Dwyer/organ (Aeolian-Skinner/Church of the Advent) JAV #111

May 17 Douglas Cleveland in Recital. The Organ Trail travels to New Jersey, Oregon

and Indiana for music by Whtilock, Franck and Duruy® with Douglas Cleveland.
Charles Tournemire: Chorale Improvisation ondVictimae Paschali6 (9:35)
Percy Whitlock: Plymouth Suite; Toccata (4:26)
Douglas Cleveland/organ (Mander/Princeton University) RBW CD004
C®sar Franck: Pri re, Op. 20 (11:56)

Douglas Cleveland/organ (Rosales/Trinity Cathedral, Portlahd) Gothic G49123
Maurice Duruy®: Pr@®lude, Adagio and Chorale Variations on6Veni Creator6 (22:59)
D. Cleveland/organ (Goulding & Wood/St. Meinrad Archabbey) Gothic G49113

May 24 International Year of the Organ.
In celebration of the year of the organ, we visit the Reuter Organ Factory in Lawrence, Kansas.

Charles-Marie Widor: Symphony No. 4, Finale (4:40)
Frederick Swann/organ (Reuter/St. Mel Catholic, Woodland Hills, CA)
JS Bach: Two Chorale Preludes on; o0We all believe in One Godd, BWV 740,680 (7:46)
Frederick Swann/organ (Reuter/First German Methodist) Gothic G49102
C®sar Franck: Grande Pi ce Symphonique, Op. 17 (24:00)
John Weaver/organ (Reuter/University Presbyterian) Pro Organo CD 7124
Louis Vierne: Pi ces de Fantaisie, Op. 54; dlmpromptud (3:29)
Jean Sibelius: Finlandia (8:56)
Scott Bennett/organ (Reuter/Grace Episcopal) Pro Organo CD 7172

(continued on page 4)
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The Organ Trail oMusic for the King of Instrumentso
Sundays @ 9:00-10:00 PM (Pacipc Time) www.allclassical.org

May 31 Organ and Chorale music of Messiaen and Poulenc.
The Organ Trail presents music of Olivier Messian and Francis Poulenc
from recent CD@s and a live recording from Dallas, Texas.
Olivier Messiaen: 0The Subtleness of the Gloriped Bodieso (3:01)
Jamie Hitel/organ (Wicks/St. Paulds Episcopal, Akron) Lammas 145D
Olivier Messiaen: 00 sacrum conviviumé (4:13)
Jeremy Backhouse/Vasari Singers Guild GMCD 7239
Francis Poulenc: Concerto in G minor for Organ, Strings and Tympani (25:11)
Damon Spritzer/organ; St. Rita Chamber Orchestra
Francis Poulenc: Mass in G major (18:11)
Marcus Creed/RIAS Chamber Choir Harmonia Mundi 901588

René Marceau
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