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The Dean’s Letter

March 2009

Richard Wrye, Dean

As of last month’s 
Board meeting we 
have an almost 

complete slate of candidates 
for Chapter ofþ ces. My only 
disappointment is only one 
name for each position.
But the names that are 
there are good people.  I 
want to publicly thank those 
willing to have their name 
stand, and the Nominating 
Committee of Michael Fox, 
Lee Garrett, and Ward 
Nelson who worked hard on 
this project. The slate will 
be published in the April 
Prestant and the election 
will take place in May. 

I hope you are aware of the 
regional convention coming 
this summer, June 28 to
July 2, hosted by our 

neighbors to the north, 
the Seattle Chapter. The 
program looks very exciting, 
including a trip to Victoria to 
hear the new organ at Christ 
Church Cathedral. So donõt 
forget your passport. Early 
registration ends 31 March, 
before the rates go up. I 
hope you have received the 
mailing with the registration 
form. If not, please contact 
convention chair Ryan Dye at 
PO Box 19740, Seattle 98109, 
or online at www.agoseattle.
com.  It would be great to 
have a good representation 
from our Chapter to support 
their Chapter, not to 
mention all the wonderful 
beneþ ts of attending an AGO 
convention.

New E-mail Address for the Prestant
Please note that the e-mail address for

submissions to the newsletter has changed.
It is now ImmanuelLighthouse@gmail.com  

Allison Zimmerman,  Prestant Newsletter Editor
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Sunday, March 1 4:00 PM        The Los Angeles Guitar Quartet
The Los Angeles Guitar Quartet will present the March 1st Evensong concert at St. Paulõs Episcopal Church.  
Popularly known as the LAGQ, these four virtuosi bring a new energy to the concert stage with their eclectic 
programs and dynamic musical interplay. Their inventive, critically-acclaimed transcriptions of concert 
masterworks provide a fresh look at the music of the past, while their interpretations of works from the 
contemporary and world-music realms continually break new ground.  The ensemble will present a program 
ranging from Renaissance music to the breathtakingly beautiful òDirait-onó by LA composer Ralph Lauridsen. 
They will also present selections from their newest CD release, òBrazil.ó  St. Paulõs is located at 1444 Liberty 
St. SE, Salem, OR 97302. A ticket is required for this concert, and may be obtained by calling the church at 
503-362-3661. Further information about the concert series may be found at stpaulsoregon.org.

Monday, March 9  7:00 PM      Portland AGO Monthly Executive Board Meeting
The Portland AGO Board meets monthly at St. Michaelõs Lutheran Church, 6700 NE 29th Ave, Portland.
For more information, contact Dick Wrye at 503-201-8541 or rkwrye@teleport.com. 

Sunday, March 15    3:00 PM     A Recital of Music Old and New
You are invited to a performance of òI Sonatorió (òThe Playersó):   Christopher Wicks (pianist and baritone), 
Eadie Anelli (violinist and violist) and Michael T. Smith (pianist) perform at Silverton United Methodist 
Church, 203 W. Main St.  The program will include music by G.F. Handel, Beethoven, Massenet, Max Bruch, 
Christopher Wicks, and contemporary Romanian composer Iulia Cibisescu-Duran.  Free & open to the public.

Friday, March 20  7:30pm  &  Sunday, March 22  3:00pm  Renovation Celebration       
Portland Columbia Symphony Orchestra (CSO) presents òRenovation Celebrationó at the First United 
Methodist Church, 1838 SW Jefferson St, Portland under the leadership of music director and conductor 
Huw Edwards.  The CSO has performed at the First United Methodist Church for many years and to honor 
the new organ and renovation of the sanctuary, the orchestra will be joined by Jonas Nordwall for a 
rare performance of Rheinbergerõs Organ Concerto No. 2, a contemporary of Brahms and Bruckner.  The 
combined choirs of the FUMC and First Unitarian Church will present Haydnõs uplifting Nelson Mass.  Portland 
native, Becky Anderson, will come home from the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia to play the òSpring 
Concertoó from Vivaldiõs beloved Four Seasons.  Ticket information for subscription concerts:  $30/adult; 
$25/senior(60+); $10/Student(13+ with ID); $5/Child (12 and under.  Tickets available by phone 503-234-
4077, at the door, or on the website www.columbiasymphony.org 

Sunday, March 22 3:00 PM   Mendelssohn:  A Bicentennial Celebration
Gerald Skeels, Organist; Kathleen Shimazaki, Soprano; Richard Steffens, Narrator.
An all Mendelssohn program featuring organ music and selections from Paulus and Elijah.
First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1751 Country Club Road, Lake Oswego. Free admission, no offering.
For more information call 503-636-4718.

Sunday, March 29 4:00 PM   Spring Recital
The Salem Chapter of the American Guild of Organists is pleased to feature Dr. Walter Krueger as our Spring 
recitalist for 2009.  Dr. Krueger, professor of organ and Fellow of the American Guild of Organists will play 
a program on the Schantz organ at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Salem at 790 Marion St. NE.  All are invited 
and admission is free.

Portland AGO Monthly Luncheon  11:30 PM
There is a general membership, non-business meeting monthly on the last Tuesday of each month
at 11:30 AM at the Newport Seafood Grill, 1200 NE Broadway in Portland, just north of Lloyd Center,
next to Safeway. All members are invited to come to enjoy good food and good chatting,
some organ-related, some not. Everyone is on his/her own for lunch.

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r
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March 1   The Bavokerk, Organ Music of 19th Century Germany.  Take a trip on the Organ 
Trail as we travel to the city of Haarlem, Holland to hear the magniþ cent Christain Muller Pipe Organ.
 Felix Mendelssohn: Sonata No. 6 in D minor, Op. 65 (16:01)*
 Franz Liszt: òWeinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagenó (21:54)#*
 Max Reger: Chorale Prelude; òJesus, meine Zuversichtó (2:06)$
 Introduction and Passacaglia in D minor, Op. Post. (8:45) &
    Jos van der Kooy*  # Klaas Bolt$ Piet Kee& (Muller/Bavokerk/Haarlem)
*Intersound 1008, #1015 $Intersound 1002, &Chandos CHAN9097

March 8   SPRING FUND RAISER.  Host Ren® Marceau will be in the KBPS studios
from 6-10PM with great organ and chorale music! Make plans to listen to all or part
of the program and phone in your pledge of support!

March 15 Hymn Tunes.  Our travels on the Organ Trail take us to Holland, the United
States, Germany and England as we explore music inspired by great hymn tunes of the past.
 Neils Gade: Festival Chorale Prelude on; òLobet den Herrenó (4:41)
    Roger Judd/organ (Marcussen/Laurenskerk/Rotterdam) Priory PRCD 689
 Harold Darke: Meditatiion on; òBrother James Airó (6:03)
    Frederick Swann/organ (Aeolian-Skinner/Central Union) Gothic G 49100
 Carl Sattler: Variations on; òGroÇer Got, wir loben dichó (7:44)
    Wolfgang Bretschneider/organ (Seifert/St. Bonifatius/Kºln) Gema 9907
 Christian Rinck: Variations on; òGod save the Kingó (17:02)
    Ludger Lohmann/organ (Gabler/Weingarten) Naxos 8.553925
 Charles Hubert Parry: Chorale Fantasia on; òThe Old Hundrethó (8:40)
    Robert Dobey/organ (EM Skinner/Girard College) Pro Organo CD 7059
 Egil Hovland: Toccata on; òNow Thank we all our Godó (3:06)
    Herrick/organ (Harrison & Harrison/Westminster Abbey)   Hyperion CDA 66121

March 22   International Year of the Organ.  In celebration of the year of the organ,
we visit the organ shop of Fernand L®tourneau.
 Mons Leidwin Takle: Blues-Toccata (4:04)
 John Rutter: Variations on; òO Filii et Filiaeó (8:08)
 Maurice Duruÿ ®: Suite for Organ; Toccata (8:41)
    Ch. Herrick/organ (L®tourneau/Edmonton Concert Hall) Hyperion CDA 67458
 JS Bach: Two Chorale Preludes on; òWir glauben all an einen Gottó, BWV 680&681 (4:08)
 Fugue in E ÿ at major, òSt. Anneó (5:49)
    Haig Mardirosian/organ (L®tourneau/Church of the Ascension) Centaur CRC2667
 JS Bach: Chorale Partita; òSei gegr¿sset, Jesu g¿tig,ó BWV 592 (16:59)
    Colm Carey/organ (L®tourneau/Tower of London)    London LIR 004

March 29 Ja kyung Oh in Recital. The Organ Trail travels to Seoul, South Korea
to hear music by Buxtehude, Bach, Mozart and Mendelssohn on a GOArt project.
 Dietrich Buxtehude: Toccata in F, BuxWV 156 (9:00)
 JS Bach: Partita on; òO Gott du frommer Gott,ó BWV 767 (15:44)
 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Andante in F, K. 616 (7:32)
 Felix Mendelssohn: Sonata No. 6 in d, Op. 65 (15:53)
    Ja kyung Oh/organ (GOArt/Korea University)    Loft LRCD 1101

The Organ Trail  òMusic for the King of Instrumentsó
Sundays @ 9:00-10:00 PM (Paciþ c Time)   www.allclassical.org

René Marceau

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r
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2:00 pm    
Prelude and Fugue in G Major   BWV 541

Nancy LeRoi Nickel, St. James Lutheran Church

Suite in G Major for cello   BWV 1007
Prelude, Allemande, Courante

Sarabande, Minuet I and II, Gigue
Laurent Nickel, cello

2:30 pm

Three Choral Preludes for organ
Wir Christen leut, Jesu meine Freude, Was mein Gott will

Wilhelm Friedemann Bach
Timothy Nickel, St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church

Cello Sonata in G Major
Johann Friedrich Christian Bach

Laurent Nickel, cello
Timothy Nickel, harpsichord

Two Duets for Two Keyboards
C.P.E. Bach

Andante (piano duet)
Wilhelm Friedrich Ernst Bach

Duet Sonata in A Major (Allegretto)
Johann Christian Bach

Timothy & Nancy LeRoi Nickel

Fugue in A minor “alla capella” for organ
Wilhelm Friedemann Bach

Timothy Nickel

3:00 pm

Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam   BWV  684
Tim Drewes, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

Prelude in C Major
(Well Tempered Clavier, Book II)

Isaac Drewes

Prelude and Fugue in F Major   BWV 540
Tim Drewes

Bach-a-thon Program
Sunday, February 1, 2009   2:00-5:00 pm

Hosted by the Portland Chapter of the American Guild of Organists
St. James Lutheran Church       Portland, Oregon

3:30 pm

Concerto in a minor   BWV 593
(Allegro), Adagio, Allegro

Prelude and Fugue in C Major   BWV 547
Cheryl Drewes

Milwaukie Lutheran Church

4:00 pm

Concerto in G Major (Allegro)   BWV 592
O Mensch, bewein dein Sunder Gross  BWV 622

Prelude and Fugue in D Major   BWV 532
Jonas Nordwall

First United Methodist Church

4:30 pm

Sonata #1 in c minor for oboe, G.F. Handel
Largo, Lento

Kommst du nun, Jesu, (Schubler Chorale)
BWV 650 (oboe, chorale)

Fantasia & Fugue in c minor, BWV 537
Sinfonia from Cantata #156

Janis Lord, Central Lutheran Church
Hannah Femling, oboe 

Thank you to the performers who
honored the genius of J.S. Bach and

his family at the Bach-a-thon and
gave generously of their time

in preparation for the performance.

The Portland Chapter of the American Guild
of Organists expresses its thanks to

St. James Lutheran Church in Portland
for the use of its sanctuary and pipe organ.

Donations from the Bach-a-thon beneý tted
the Charles Gray Scholarship Fund,

offering grants for organ study to
students in the greater Portland area.
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The Seattle Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
invites you to the 2009 Regional Convention:  òHow Sweet 
the Sound.ó  Enjoy the sights and sounds of three world-

class cities ð Seattle, Bellevue, and Victoria, British Columbia. 
The convention is based at the new Downtown Bellevue Courtyard 
by Marriott.  The city of Bellevue is located approximately 12 
miles from downtown Seattle, just a short drive across Lake 
Washington. It is one of the fastest growing cities in the United 
States with world-class shopping and dining all just a short walk 
from the hotel.
 Come early and stay late to visit the Space Needle, Pike Place 
Market, Pioneer Square, Mt. Rainier, the San Juan Islands, the 
Cascade Mountains, or the Olympic Peninsula.  
 The area is blessed to have some of the þ nest instruments and 
musicians in the country. The convention features a day-trip to one of the top destinations in Canada ð the 
charming city of Victoria. Enjoy the smooth speed of the Victoria Clipper jet-powered catamaran cruise 
the Puget Sound. Keep an eye out for Orca whales, bald eagles and sea lions on the way! A valid passport 
is required for this trip.
 For those not wanting to go to Victoria, there is an alternate schedule planned in Seattle that includes 
a tour and demonstration recital on the Watjen concert organ at Benaroya Hall, home of the Seattle 
Symphony.    http://www.agoseattle.com/sagoconvention.html

AGO Regional  Convention
  June 28 to July 2 òHow Sweet the Soundó

Featured Artists
Å Douglas Cleveland, organ; Karen P. Thomas, director ð Seattle Pro Musica Choral at St. James 
 Cathedral (Rosales, Hutchings/Votey IV/100) with commissioned work for choir and organ
 by Bruce Neswick, Music Director at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City
Å David Di Fiore at Seattle First Baptist Church (Aeolian-Skinner III/35) 
Å Stephen Marshall-Ward and Wanda Grifþ ths, organ duo in an Organ Plus concert featuring 
 the brass quintet and harpist, John Carrington at Bellevue First Presbyterian Church
 (Casavant III/68) 
Å Regional Competition for Young Organists winnersõ recital at Bellevue First United Methodist
 (Buzard III/41) 
Å Carole Terry at St. Markõs Cathedral (Flentrop IV/79) 
Å Maxine Th®venot at Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, B.C. (Wolff IV/85) with commissioned 
 work for organ by Iain Quinn, Music Director at the Cathedral Church of St. John in Albuquerque 
Å J. Melvin Butler at Faith Lutheran Church (Pasi II/20) 

Worship Service and Workshop Venues
Å St. Stephenõs Episcopal Church (Bond II/44) 
Å St. James Cathedral 
Å Seattle First Baptist Church 
Å Seattle University Chapel of St. Ignatius 
Å St. Thomas Episcopal Church (Metzler II/28) 
Å Trinity Episcopal Church (Marceau III/58) 
Å Bellevue First Congregational (Casavant III/36) 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
Organist – King of Kings Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukie. Must also be comfortable 
playing a Clavinova keyboard. Preference will be given to someone who is familiar with 
different styles of music as well as a variety of liturgical music. Play for 10:00 am full 
worship service with communion. An adult Chancel Choir sings at the 10:00 am service 
September through May. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings, for which the organist 
provides accompaniment. Allen electronic organ, new Clavinova keyboard. Salary will 
be in accordance with the current fee schedule of the American Guild of Organists. 
Submit applications to Charlotte Cunningham, committee chair and council secretary: 
cunninghamcr@comcast.net. Phone (503) 653-1723. Deadline March 15, 2009.

To list a church music position opening or yourself as a substitute, or to obtain a list of 
current openings or substitutes, contact Dr. Jon Holland, AGO Placement Coordinator, at 
(503) 625-8001 or agopdx.placement@verizon.net. An e-mail edition of this list is now 
available, sent out whenever there is an addition or change to the list. To be included on the 
mailing list, send your e-mail address to Jon Holland.

P o s i t i o n s   A v a i l a b l e as of 2-13-09


