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A Note from the Dean

June 2009

The Portland Board met on Monday, May 18th.  Dues 
renewals were discussed.  Forms will be out soon.  
Please remember to renew your membership by the 
deadline, which will be Friday, July 31st.
 Look for more news regarding the picnic which will 
be held jointly with the Salem Chapter on August 15th 
at Willamette Mission Park.  Also, look for more news 
related to the upcoming new member installation.  
  Dena Turner, Secretary

News from the Board

2009 Regional
Convention
June 28 - July 2
Hosted by the

Seattle Chapter
of The AGO 

www.agoseattle.com/sagoconvention.html

Hi folks,  
 I’m still here! . . .  and doing very well, thank 
you.  I came home from the hospital on May 30.  
There is no paralysis or loss of speech although I 
have some loss of peripheral vision in one eye.  I 
can’t read words very well, but can read music just 
þ ne.  The doctor gave me no restrictions, so I can 
drive anywhere I want, except Karen won’t let me.  
I do hope to get over to the church soon and enjoy 
playing the organ for awhile.
 Hope to see you all soon,
  Richard Wrye
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Sunday, June 7     5:00 PM     Bach Cantata Vespers
The Vespers Service features J.S. Bach’s Trinity Sunday Cantata 129, Praised be the Lord, my God 
(Gelobet sei der Herr, mein Gott). Joining the St. James Bach Cantata Choir, conducted by Nancy 
Nickel, are vocal soloists Christine Welch-Elder (soprano), Angela Niederloh (alto), and Stacey 
Murdock (bass) and a professional instrumental ensemble of trumpets, woodwinds, and strings. 
Guest organist Tim Drewes will perform Bach’s Fugue in Eb Major (“St. Anne’s) and Allein Gott in 
der Hoh, BWV 676.   A new motet “O Deep Riches” by Robert Kyr commissioned for the Vespers 
will be premiered.  Freewill offering. Contact Nancy Nickel, 503-227 2439 at Portland’s historic St. 
James Lutheran Church 1315 SW Park Ave. (corner of SW Park Blocks and Jefferson St.)

Sunday, June 21    5:00 PM    Portland AGO Annual Installation Service
Bob Spiers has graciously invited us to St. Michael and All Angels for Evensong sung by his choir.

Saturday, August 15    3:00 PM    Salem & Portland AGO Chapters Summer Picnic
The joint chapter picnic will be held at Willamette Mission Park located on the Willamette River 
north of Salem.  (You take the Gervais exit before reaching Salem.)  Tom Skyler will again do a 
fabulous  barbecue and we will have another sing-along from our famous song book. This is a joint 
chapter picnic with Salem Chapter, and we are looking forward to seeing friends we made last year, 
and new friends we will meet this year.  

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r

Elsie Johns Whelchel, 98, of Baker City, died 
April 9, 2009, at Ashley Manor Care Center.  
Entombment was April 15, 2009 at River 

View Cemetery in Portland.
 Elsie Johns Whelchel was born on Sept. 23, 
1910, at Smith Center, Kansas to Clyde Carleton 
Johns and Minnie Belle Nichols. A farm family, in 
1918 they moved to the bench at Emmett, Idaho.  
Elsie attended Emmett High School and the 
College of Idaho, where she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in music. 
 Elsie married her high school sweetheart, 
Harold Carver Whelchel in 1933. Carver also 
attended the College of Idaho and graduated 
with a degree in music.They traveled to several 
towns in Idaho teaching music and þ nally settled 
at Lake Oswego in the early 1940s.  Elsie started 
a private musical kindergarten in 1948. While 
caring for 3- to 5-year-old children, she also 
taught them music. At each graduation ceremony 
all the children would march in a parade with 
their drums, triangles and sticks accompanying 

Elsie Johns Whelchel    Requiescat in pace
a Philip Sousa march. She þ nally sold the business 
after 20 years of teaching.
 Elsie was an accomplished pianist and a longtime 
member of Portland Music Clubs. She didn’t start 
playing a church pipe organ until her 40s. She was 
the organist for the Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 
for 40 years, tried to retire, but the Stafford Baptist 
Church heard she was available and asked her to 
be their organist. She was their church organist for 
another 15 years.
 Elsie moved to Baker City in 2007 to be closer 
to her daughter, Janice Cowan.  Survivors include  
sister, Elva Bass of Boise; daughter, Janice Cowan 
of Baker City; sons, Carleton Whelchel of Palmdale, 
Calif., and James Whelchel of San Francisco; 10 
grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren.  Elsie 
was preceded in death by a daughter, Maxine 
Tura; her husband, Harold Carver Whelchel; two 
brothers, Marion and Richard Johns; and a sister, 
Lily Dresser.  Memorial contributions may be made 
to the United Methodist Church Music Fund through 
Coles Funeral Home, 1950 Place St., Baker City, OR 
97814.     from the Baker City Herald, April 15, 2009.
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The Organ Trail  òMusic for the King of Instrumentsó
Sundays @ 9:00-10:00 PM (Paciþ c Time)   www.allclassical.org

June 7 Organ Music celebrating Pentecost.
We explore music by Larry King, JS Bach, Charles Tournemire & Olivier Messiaen.
 Larry King: Fanfares to the Tongues of Fire (5:44)
Robert Grogan/organ (Möller/National Shrine, Washington, DC) Gothic G 49070
 JS Bach: Fantasia on; “Komm, Heiliger Geist”, BWV 651 (6:05)
Pamela Ruiter-Feenstra/organ (Pasi/Trinity Lutheran, Lynnwood) Rezound 5016
 Charles Tournemire: Fantaisie-Choral; “In Festo Pentecoste” (8:53)
Douglas Major/organ (Aeolian-Skinner/Washington Cathedral) Gothic G 118316
 Olivier Messiaen: Pentecost Mass (28:34)
Olivier Latry/organ (Cavaillé-Coll/Notre Dame, Paris) DGG 471 480-2

June 14 The Bavokerk, Organ Music of the 20th Century. We travel to 
the city of Haarlem, Holland to hear the magniþ cent Christain Muller Pipe Organ
 Ottorino Respighi: Prelude in G mJor (4:25)*
 Prelude in E minor (4:11)*
 Joseph-Ermend Bonnal: Paysages Euskaariens (17:35)#
 Sigfrid Karg-Elert: Sonataine in A minor, Op. 47 (18:09)*
 Anton Pauw*; Jean-Pierre Lecaudey# (Muller/Bavokerk/Haarlem)
*Motette CD 11961, Pavane ADW 7357#

June 21 Pipes Rhode Island. We travel to the great state of Rhode Island
to visit some of their very þ ne pipe organs.
 John Dunstable: Agincourt Hymn, arr. Biggs (1:36)
 JS Bach: Fugue in G major, BWV 577; “Jig” (3:30)
 Charles-Marie Widor: Symphony No. 5, Adagio (4:45)
 Dietrich Buxtehude: Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne in C major (5:25)
 César Franck: Chorale No. 3 in B minor (14:14)

Positions  Available
No listings as of 5-20-09

To list a church music position opening 
or yourself as a substitute, or to 
obtain a list of current openings or 

substitutes, contact Dr. Jon Holland, AGO 
Placement Coordinator, at (503) 625-8001 or 
agopdx.placement@verizon.net. An e-mail 
edition of this list is now available, sent out 
whenever there is an addition or change to 
the list. To be included on the mailing list, 
send your e-mail address to Jon Holland.

I am looking for a roommate for the 
Seattle convention.  I have secured a 
double room (two beds) which I would 

like to share with a lady to reduce costs.
If you are interested, please call me at 
503-632-3886 or e-mail me and I can give 
you the costs, including the rather high 
hotel/motel tax they didn’t tell us about. 
 E. Ann Farrington
 melannfarr@juno.com

(continued on page 4)

Convention
Roommate Wanted
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

 Herbert Howells: Master Tallis’s Testament (5:55)
 Marco Enrico Bossi: Intermezzo, Op. 118, No. 9 (3:22)
 Jehan Alain: Litanies (4:25)
 Matha Sobaje: Chacone (3:26)
 Andrew Galuska: Improvisation on; “Salve Regina” (3:32)
Organists & Organs of Rhode Island RIAGO CD 101

June 28 International Year of the Organ.  In celebration of the year
of the organ, we visit the shop of Goulding & Wood in Indianapolis, IN.
 Charles Tournemire: Cinq Improvisations; “Victimae paschali” (9:51)
 Cinq Improvisations: Retite rapsodie improvisée (5:08)
Gibboney/organ (Goulding & Wood/St. John’s, Indianapolis) Pro Organo CD2237
 Leo Sowerby: Carillon (7:11)
 John Cook: Fanfare for Organ (5:20)
Marilyn Keiser/organ (Goulding & Wood/Christ Church) Pro Organo CD 7067
 Dietrich Buxtehude: Praeludium in G minor, BuxWV 149 8:27)
 Franz Liszt: Prelude and Fugue on B-A-C-H (12:37)
Yoon-mi Lim/organ (Goulding & Wood/St. Meinrad’s) Pro Organo CD 7205

René Marceau

The Organ Trail  òMusic for the King of Instrumentsó


