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July/August 2009

Our thanks to Bob Spiers 
and the people of
St. Michael and All 

Angels parish for sharing 
with us their Evensong.                    
It was a beautiful setting for 
our installation of ofþ cers. 
And thanks to the members 
who attended.  It was a good 
evening.

Look for information 
concerning our next outing, 
the picnic with the Salem 
Chapter in August. It will be a 
very good time to share with 
our neighboring chapter.

Special thanks to all those 
who have served our Chapter 
as an ofþ cer in the past year. 
We very much appreciate 
your service. And I hope we 
will work together with our 
new Board to make this a very 
good year for the Portland 
Chapter.

Finally, my deep and heartfelt 
thanks go to all the members 
of the Portland Chapter who 
sent greetings and prayers 
during my not-so-pleasant 
experience last month.  God 

The Dean’s Letter
has been very good to me, so 
that my only ongoing problems 
are a little problem with 
vision in my right eye, and 
non efþ cient reading, which 
continues to improve. I am 
very thankful that my music 
reading was not affected, 
and I will return to the organ 
bench this Sunday for another 
month. I had announced 
my retirement form Saint 
Michael’s as of the end of 
July. Special thanks to Ann 
Farrington for ghost writing 
last month’s Dean’s Letter. 

See you in Seattle and the 
picnic in August.
   Richard Wrye, Dean
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VEHICLE FEE ENTRY TICKET  Portland Chapter, American Guild of Organists
August 15, 2009 - Reservation No. 1-3394186  Filbert Grove Covered Area

This entry fee ticket is good only for the picnic of the
American Guild of Organists, Portland Chapter

on Saturday, August 15, 2009.  

We have a reservation at Willamette Mission Park, 10991 Wheatland Rd. NE, Gervais, OR 
97026.  To reach Willamette Mission Park,  Take I-5 South to Exit 263, turn right and follow 
the signs west on Brooklake Road.  Turn right on Wheatland Road.  The park is next to 

Wheatland Ferry.   It is 45 miles south of Portland.  We have the Filbert Grove covered area with 
electrical outlets, ÿ ush toilets in the restrooms, and it is wheel-chair accessible.  The shelter is 150 
feet from the parking lot.  If you need direct access to the shelter, please make arrangements with 
the Park Manager Ryan Sparks at (503) 393-1172.  He can also help you if you have questions about 
the facility.
There is a $3 per vehicle fee which the Executive Board has decided will be paid with club funds.  
In order to get in, however, you must bring a copy of the Vehicle Fee Entry Ticket below.  Salem 
Chapter has decided to charge their members, so please do not share the ticket with Salem friends.

POTLUCK PICNIC:  This is a potluck picnic featuring barbecued pork ribs by 
famous chef Tom Skyler.  Feel free to bring chicken, hot dogs or hamburgers 
& þ xinõs if you like.  Salem Chapter is providing soft drinks, and we will 
provide hot coffee.  Please bring your own table service!  If you would like 
to bring a salad to share, chips & dips, or a dessert, we will all be delighted!  

The more the merrier!  Dinner will begin as soon as famous chef Tom Skyler rings the dinner bell.  

OTHER ACTIVITIES:  There are 5 miles of bicycle paths, the Willamette Mission Ghost Structure, 
(don’t ask me!), and you could bring a canoe or other non-motorized boat to go for a ride on 
Mission Lake or the Willamette River.  Or, you could just spend the afternoon talking with friends or 
going through the TON of music Heidi and I hope to give away. 

FREE MUSIC:  Please don’t bring any music--we just hope you will take some away!  
Teachers, there are some excellent teaching pieces in this pile.  And remember--it is 
all FREE, FREE, FREE!  Some of the music was from the late Ed Charman’s collection 
which is offered to us by Penny Charman.  Both Karen Corbett and I have looked at this collection 
and it contains some very nice things.        E. Ann Farrington

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r
You are invited to the

AGO Portland & Salem Joint Chapters Picnic
Saturday, August 15, 2009  1:00 to 5:00 PM

at Willamette Mission Park

Please cut this out or photocopy it and bring it with you.
If you forget this ticket, we cannot help you.  Portland Chapter

will pay Willamette Mission Park at the end of the day.
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Monday, July 13   7:00 PM
Portland AGO Board Meeting
The Portland AGO Board meets monthly at 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 6700 NE 29th 
Ave, Portland.  For more information, contact 
Richard Wrye at 503-201-8541 or rkwrye@
teleport.com.

Friday, July 17   5:30 PM
Rose City Organ Builders Open House
Please join Chris Nordwall and Michael Ruppert 
of Rose City Organ Builders Inc. for an open 
house at their new shop located at 2813 NE 58th 
Ave (intersection Sandy Blvd) in Portland.  Chris 
and Michael would like to especially extend this 
invitation to AGO members as a time to visit 
the new shop and have the  opportunity to see 
and hear the newly rebuilt 1958 Schoenstein 
organ. Please join us for light hor’derves and a 
selection of wines.

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r
Sunday, August 9    3:00 PM
Salem AGO Organ Recital
Christopher Wicks will present a free recital 
with music by Buxtehude, Messiaen, Vierne, 
Mendelssohn and a composition of his own.  All 
are invited.  First Church of Christ, Scientist,
935 High Street SE in Salem.

Saturday, August 15   1:00-5:00 PM   
Salem & Portland Summer Picnic
See page 2 for all the exciting details.  

Friday, September 4    7:00 PM
Salem AGO Installation Service & Recital
The Salem AGO will hold their annual ceremony 
of Installation of Ofþ cers.  After the ceremony,
we will be regaled with a brief organ recital by 
Portland’s own Heidi Kohne.  All are invited.
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church at 3295 Ladd 
Ave. NE in Salem.

The following ofþ cers 
were elected and installed 
for the next year of our 
Chapter. Thank you to all 
who are willing to serve, 
and to all those who served 
last year.

I am the part-time worship leader at a 
church in Portland and am trying to 
sell our organ. Here is the description:  

Allen MDC Classic 20, all wood walnut 
console, two 61 note keyboards, 32 note 
conclave radiating pedal board, multi-key 
transpose, þ ve preset pistons plus cancel 
with digital readout, dual 40 watt ampliþ er 
and 8 speakers, earphone jack. $1400 or 
best offer.  Contact Scott Montgomery at
sskamont@hotmail.com

Organ for Sale

Dean – Richard Wrye 
Sub-Dean  - Elizabeth Ann Farington
Secretary – David Howard
Treasurer/Registrar – Fred Beal
Auditor – Chris Nordwall
Executive Committee – Chrystal Richter, Michael Fox, Mitch Groh
Program Committee – Nate Sanders, Ralph Nelson, Bob Spiers

Portland AGO Ofþ cers for 2009 - 2010

At the meeting on June 8, the Executive 
Board discussed and approved the budget as 
submitted by our appointed treasurer, Fred 

Beal.  Picnic plans are moving forward for our joint 
picnic with Salem Chapter on Aug. 15 at 1 p.m.  
Our chapter has approved paying the $3 per car 
entrance fee and will do this by issuing tickets on 
line which can be printed out.  Tom Skyler will again 
do his superb barbecued ribs for us to enjoy.
   E. Ann Farrington, Substitute Secretary

News from the Board
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The Organ Trail  òMusic for the King of Instrumentsó
Sundays @ 9:00-10:00 PM (Paciþ c Time)   www.allclassical.org

July 5 Organ Music celebrating Independence Day.
Take a trip on the Organ Trail as we explore music for the Fourth of July!

The Star Spangled Banner (2:57)
 Charles Ives: Variations on “America” (8:25)
 Ralph Kinder: In Springtime (3:59)
 Dudley Buck: Concert Variations on; “The Last Rose of Summer,” Op 59 (11:42)
 Leo Sowerby: Comes Autumn Time (5:47)
Peter Richard Conte/organ (Skinner/Washington Cathedral) JAV 147
 Improvisation (4:36)
Dorothy Papadakos/organ (EM Skinner/St. John the Divine) Pro Organo CD 7130
 Christina Harmon: Built on a Rock (4:20)
 Julia Smith: Prelude in D ÿ at (3:34)
Barbara Harbach/organ (Marceau/St. Paul’s Epis.) Hester Park CD 7704
 John Philip Sousa: The Stars and Stripes Forever (4:22)
Ken Cowan/organ (EM Skinner/Jefferrson Ave., Pres., Detroit) JAV 118

July 12   The Bavokerk, Organ Music of the 20th Century.
We travel to the city of Haarlem, Holland to hear the magniþ cent Christain Muller Pipe Organ

Jehan Alain: Litanies *(4:56)*
 Paul Hindemith: Sonata No. 1 (18:57)#
 Johann Nepomuk David: Partita on; “Es ist ein Schnitter” (23:15)&
 Jos van der Kooy*; Piet Kee#; Anton Pauw& (Muller/Bavokerk/Haarlem)
*Intersound 1015, #Chandos CHAN 9097, &Motette CD 11961

July 19 Erica Johnson in Recital. We travel to St. Mark’s Cathedral
in Seattle, Washington for this concert, recorded February 16, 2009.

Georg Muffat: Toccata quinta (6:52)
 Alessanddro Poglietti: Aria with Variations (10:10)
 Johann Ludwig Krebs: Prelude and Fugue in C major (10:30)
 Josef Rheinberger: Sonata No. 5 in F# minor, Op. 111 (21:15)
Erica Johnson/organ (Flentrop/St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle)

July 26  Frederick Swann in Orange County, California. 
We travel to Southern California to hear this new CB Fisk Concert Hall Organ.

Charles-Marie Widor: Symphony No. 4, Finale (4:34)
 Robert Schumann: Fugue on B-A-C-H, Op. 60, No. 3 (3:20)
 JS Bach: Prelude and Fugue in C major, BWV 545 (6:22)
 Felix Mendelssohn: Sonata No. 2 in C minor, Op. 65 (10:34)
 César Franck: Fantaisie in A (13:07)
 John La Montaine: Even Song (4:21)
 Norman Cocker: Tuba Tune (4:55)
Frederick Swann/organ (Fisk/Orange County Arts Center) Gothic G 49268
Recording provided by Loft Recordings.

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r

René Marceau
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August 2 Organ Music of Camille Saint-Saëns.
We visit Paris, France in the late 19th Century.
 Camille Saint-Sa±ns: Prelude and Fugue in E ÿ at major, Op. 99, No. 3 (6:21)
Joachim Doprfmüller/organ (Klais/Altenberger Doms Capriccio 10 118
 Camille Saint-Saëns; Improvisation No. 1, Op. 150 (10:21)
James Higdon/organ (Cavaillé-Coll/Ste. François de Sales, Lyon Arkay AR6107
 Camille Saint-Saëns: Cyprès et Lauriers (15:42)
Eisenberg/organ; Plasson/Orchestre du Capitole de Toulouse EMI 7243 56362
 Camille Saint-Saëns: Three Rhapsodies on Breton Melodies, Op. 7, No. 3 (8:42)
 Fantaisie in E ÿ at major (6:44)
Robert Del Camp/organ (Jann/St. Martin, Dudelange) Naxos 8.557285

August 9  The Schoenstein Pipe Organ of First-Plyouth Church.  
We travel to Lincoln, NE to hear organists Frederick Hohmann, Thomas Murray and Felix Hell.
Felix Mendelssohn: Hebrides Ouverture, arr. Lemare (10:06)
Frederick Hohmann/organ (Schoenstein/First-Plymouth) Pro Organo CD 7077
Robert Schumann: Three Sketches (11:35)
Thomas Murray/organ (Schoenstein/First-Plymouth) JAV 117
Franz Liszt: Fantasy and Fugue on “Ad nos, ad salutarem undam” (28:24)
Felix Hell/organ (Schoenstein/First-Plymouth) Reference Recordings RR-101

August 16 The Art of Improvisation. We explore the creative talents of þ ve inventive organists!
 Improvisation: Come, O Great Spirit (5:34)
Dorothy Papadakos/organ (Skinner/St. John the Divine, NYC Pro Organo CD7116
 Improvisation: Free Theme (4:20)
Aaron David Miller/organ (Pasi/Trinity Lutheran, Lynnwood) Dulcian D006
 Improvisation: Suite on; “Hyfrydol” (9:29)
Tom Trenney/organ (Murphy/St. Mark’s Lutheran, Baltimore) Raven OAR-870
 Improvisation: Theme and Variations (9:43)
Sophie-Véronique Choplin/organ (Cavaillé-Coll/Ste. Sulpice) FY 1221.14
 Improvisation: Triptyque on Two Themes (19:00)
Pierre Cochereau/organ (Cavaillé-Coll/Notre Dame) FYCD 059

August 23 Organ Music of Felix Mendelssohn.
We celebrate the birth year of this 19th century giant.
 Felix Mendelssohn: Prelude, chorale and Fugue in D (8:18)
 Prelude and Fugue No. 1 in C minor, Op. 37 (7:26)
James Hammann/organ )Stumm/St. Ulrich) Raven OAR-500
 Felix Mendelssohn: Sonata No. 6 in D minor, Op. 65 (15:58)
Stephen Tharp/organ (Casavant/St. Clement’s, Chicago) Naxos 8.553583
 Felix Mendelssohn: Sonata No. 1 in F minor, Op. 65 (16:50)
John Scott/organ (Willis/St. Paul’s Cathedral) Hyperion CDA 66491/2

August 30  The Legacy of Marcel Dupré.
We explore the musical genius of this legendary 20th century organist/composer.

Marcel Dupré: Fifteen Pieces, Op. 18 (36:49)
 Ben van Oosten/organ (Cavaillé-Coll/St. Ouen, Rouen) MDG 316 -955-2
 Marceau Dupré: Vision, Op. 44 (17:20)
Ben van Oosten/organ (Mander/Princeton University) MDG 316 1289-2

René Marceau




