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The Dean’s Letter

ast month we noted
the death of Paul

Manz. The church

music peld lost a well-beloved

composer and performer
who specialized in hymn
improvisation. Many of us
learned much from Paul

both by instruction and
example. | last spoke with
him at the AGO Convention
in Minneapolis in 2008. It was
good to connect with him
one last time. He will remain
for me an excellent example
of a good church musician,
one we would all do well to
professionally emulate.

We are heading now into

one of the busiest seasons
for church musicians. For

me it was always one of my
favorite times, even though
exhausting. | will miss playing
some of my favorite music on
Christmas Day. For those still
in the midst of the fray, | pray
that your preparations and
musical leadership go very
well, and your congregations
sing lustily at this festive
season.

| also wish and pray for each
of you some time to relax and
enjoy the season with family
and friends. Our work is very
important, but so is our own
physical, spiritual, and mental
health.

The Program Committee under
the leadership of Ann Farrington
has lined up some wonderful
events in 2010. | encourage you
to take advantage of as many

as possible for you. They will be
good things for us to do, so make
the extra effort to participate
with your fellow organists.

As | mentioned last month,

be thinking how you can help
your Chapter by your full
participation. Consider running
for an ofpce. Encourage each
other. Help out whenever
possible. And if you know one of
our colleagues who needs to join
or renew to keep the Chapter
strong, say an encouraging word.

Have a Blessed
Christmas Season!

Richard Wrye, Dean

rkwrye@teleport.com







