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The Dean’s Letter

April 2009

Richard Wrye, Dean

You don’t need me to 
tell you church and 
synagogue organists 

are extra busy this month.
I hope and pray that 
it all goes well for all 
of you, and your music 
worship leadership is well 
appreciated. I appreciate 
very much what you all do.

I hope you are all seriously 
considering attending the 
Region VIII convention
in Seattle this summer, 
June 28-July 2. It looks 
very interesting and 
worthwhile. The early 
registration deadline is 
March 31, possibly past by 
the time you read this, but 
register anyway! And don’t 
forget your passport. For 
further information, contact 
convention chair Ryan Dye at 
PO Box 19740, Seattle 98109, 
or online at www.agoseattle.
com. To repeat last month, 
it would be great to have a 
large representation of our 
chapter at the convention.

Inside this issue you will þ nd 
the slate of candidates for 
2009-2010. Unfortunately, 
there is still only one name 
on each ofþ ce. You have 
a year to work on helping 
correct that situation for the 
next chapter election.

We are planning a program in 
early May on hymn playing. 
Watch for more information 
to come. There will also be a 
music swap at that time.

Start looking and thinking 
ahead to our Centennial 
celebrations in 2011. One 
event we plan to do is to 
host a Pipe Organ Encounter 
(POE).  It will have been 21 
years since the last time.
We are very fortunate that 
Wally Krueger has agreed 
to Chair that function. He 
is now looking for a few 
(or several) good men 
and women to help in the 
endeavor. It’s not too early 
to plan.
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Notes from the
Executive Board

Dena Turner,  Secretary

The executive board last met on 
March 9.  The Board has a slate of 
ofþ cers that will be running for 

election for the next year beginning
July 1, 2009.  Please see our Dean’s 
discussion about this as well, and plan
to vote in our annual election.

Our next event will be a Hymn Playing 
Workshop, to be presented by Richard 
Wrye in early May.  Please stay tuned for 
all the details as we are hoping to have a 
good turn out for this important event.

Also be sure to take note of the Seattle 
Regional Convention which is being
held in late June.

As ratiþ ed by the Board, the Nominating 
Committee announces the following slate of 
candidates for ofþ ce in the Portland, Oregon 

Chapter of the AGO.  

Dean: Richard Wrye      Sub-Dean: E. Ann Farrington
Secretary: David Howard    Auditor: Chris Nordwall
         Executive Committee:   Mitch Groh
         Program Committee:   Roberta Bond

If you wish to make an additional nomination, you 
must have the person’s permission, and submit a 
petition signed by þ ve (5) members in good standing. 
Such petitions need to be received by the Dean no 
later than April 25. Ballots will be mailed to voting 
members on our about May 1. Please vote early.

Thanks to the Nominating Committee: Michael Fox, 
Lee Garrett, and Ward Nelson.

Candidates for Ofþ ce in the
Portland Chapter of the AGO

Richard Wrye, Dean

Positions  Available  as of 3-24-09
Director of Music – St. Henry’s Catholic Church, Gresham. This person will be responsible for 
providing quality liturgical music for two Sunday masses, 8:00 am (congregational singing) and 9:45 
am (choir); Holy Days and special feasts. Also responsible for one weeknight choir rehearsal. This 
position requires formal music training (preferably a Bachelor’s Degree in Music), accomplished 
keyboard skills, the ability to lead a choir, and knowledge of Catholic liturgy. This is a part-time 
position. Salary negotiable. For more information including a copy of the job description, call the 
church at 503.665.9129.

Organist (for one service only) – St. Joseph Catholic Church, Vancouver. Play for one service on 
Easter Sunday at 10:30 am (9:45 am call). Rehearsal on Monday, April 6, 7:00 pm. 50-voice choir 
and brass quintet. Repertoire will be various pieces with choir and brass. $200. Contact Dr. Maria 
Manzo at 360.696.4407 or 360.991.6922, or e-mail mariam@stjoevan.org. 

Pianist – (Church located at 130th and SE Ramona in Portland, but not otherwise identiþ ed.) 
Organist skills helpful, but piano is a must. Small church, 11:00 am Sunday worship. Prelude, 
hymns, occasional special music, and postlude. Contact the Pastor at 503.708.0964 or Joanne 
Gornick at 503.253.4094, or e-mail jggornick@q.com. 

To list a church music position opening or yourself as a substitute, or to obtain a list of current 
openings or substitutes, contact Dr. Jon Holland, AGO Placement Coordinator, at (503) 625-8001 or 
agopdx.placement@verizon.net. An e-mail edition of this list is now available, sent out whenever 
there is an addition or change to the list. To be included on the mailing list, send your e-mail 
address to Jon Holland.
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Sunday, April 5    5:00 PM     Passion Sunday Vespers Worship Service
Come to Trinity Episcopal Cathedral to begin the journey of Holy Week. The Trinity Choir will sing for 
Vespers. Canon Dr. John Strege will direct anthems for Passion Sunday. Dr. Tamara Still will accompany 
the cantata òCruciþ xus Pro Nobisó for organ and choir by Kenneth Leighton. Trinity Episcopal Cathedral is 
located on NW 19th Ave at Everett in Portland.

Sunday, April 5    4:00 PM     Worcester Cathedral Choir of Men and Boys
The choir from Worcester, England will sing the service of Evensong and present a sixty-minute concert of 
sacred music from the Anglican tradition.  The group is made up of eighteen boy sopranos and twelve men 
who sing the alto, tenor and bass parts. A ticket is required for admission to this special concert. A donation 
is requested, but not required. Tickets may be obtained by calling the church at 503-362-3661 or by coming 
in during ofþ ce hours (MðF 8:30 am ð 4:30 pm). St. Paulõs Episcopal Church is located at 1444 Liberty St. SE
in Salem. Further information about the Evensong Concert Series may be found at www.stpaulsoregon.org.

Sunday, April 19    3:00 PM     Music for the Great 50 Days of Easter
Celebration Works, Music & Art at First Presbyterian presents J. Melvin Butler on organ playing festive organ 
music for Easter, Ascension and Pentecost - featuring the 69-rank Jaeckel tracker organ at First Presbyterian.  
J. Melvin Butler is organist at St Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, Seattle and Artist-in-Residence at the University 
of Washington.  Sanctuary at First Presbyterian, 1200 SW Alder, Downtown Portland.  Tickets sold at the door. 
Adults: $10. Students/Seniors: $8.  Free parking available in underground garage at SW Morrison & 12th.

Monday, April 20  7:00 PM      Portland AGO Monthly Executive Board Meeting
The Portland AGO Board meets monthly at St. Michaelõs Lutheran Church, 6700 NE 29th Ave, Portland.
For more information, contact Dick Wrye at 503-201-8541 or rkwrye@teleport.com. 

Sunday, April 26    4:00 PM     Organ Dedication Concert
Hillsdale Community Church, United Church in Christ, will dedicate their recently enlarged organ.
Organist and Director of Music Tim Ditch and the church’s chancel choir offer works by J.S. Bach, Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold, Seth Bingham, and Robert Hebble as well as the Paciþ c Northwest premier of two pieces 
by San Francisco composer David Hegarty.  A reception follows.  The concert is free; donations to the organ 
fund will be accepted.  Hillsdale Community Church is located at 6948 SW Capitol Hwy in Portland.

Portland AGO Monthly Luncheon  11:30 PM
There is a general membership, non-business meeting monthly on the last Tuesday of each month
at the Newport Seafood Grill, 1200 NE Broadway in Portland.  All members are invited to come to enjoy
good food and good chatting, some organ-related, some not.  Everyone is on his/her own for lunch.

The Organ Trail  òMusic for the King of Instrumentsó
Sundays @ 9:00-10:00 PM (Paciþ c Time)   www.allclassical.org

M a r k   Y o u r   C a l e n d a r

April 5  The Seven Last Words of Christ   The Organ Trail travels to
New Haven, CN to hear this monumental work of Charles Tournemire with Martin Jean.
 Charles Tournemire:The Seven Last Words of Christ (53:09)
Martin Jean/organ (EM Skinner/Woolsey Hall, Yale University) Loft LRCD 1083

April 12 Easter on Fifth Avenue The Organ Trail travels to New York City
to hear the choir & brass of St. Thomas, directed by John Scott in this Pro Organo CD.
 Music of the Easter Season (1,2,3,5,6,7,9,11,12,13,14,15,16) (53:57)
John Scott/Choir & Brass of St. Thomas Pro Organo CD 7209

(continued on page 4)
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

April 19 The Organ of St. François, Lausanne  The Organ Trail travels to
Lausanne, Switzerland to hear music by Mendelssohn, Clérambault, Muffat and Widor.
 Felix Mendelssohn: Sonata in B ÿ at major, Op. 65; Allegretto (4:25)
 Louis-Nicolas Cl®rambault: Suite on the 2nd Tone (16;41)
 Georg Muffat: Toccata Undecima (6:25)
 Charles-Marie Widor: Symphony No. 5 in F major, Op. 42, No. 1; Allegro (11:29)
 Symphony No. 6 in G minor, Op. 42, No. 2; Allegro (8:44)
Jean-François Vaucher/organ (St. François, Lausane) Gallo CD 1074

April 26  International Year of the Organ In celebration of
the year of the organ, we visit the Schantz Organ Factory in Orrville, Ohio.
 César Franck: Pièce Héroïque (8:24)
 Alan Morrison/organ (Schantz/Cathedral of the Sacred Heart) Gothic G 49114
 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Suite from the Magic Flute, arr. Heywood (10:52)
 Thomas Heywood/organ (Schantz/Moody Memorial Met.t)Pro Organo CD 7168
 Dudley Buck: òThe Last Rose of Summeró (12:54)
 Tom Trenney/organ (Schantz/St. Peterõs Episcop) Pro Organo CD 7196
 Serge Rachmaninoff: Prelude in C sharp minor, Op. 3, No. 2, arr. Hull (4:45)
 Thomass Heywood/organ (Schantz/Melbourne Town Hall) Pro Organo CD 7141
 JS Bach: Prelude and Fugue in B minor, BWV 544 (12:12)
Bill Chouinard/organ (Schantz/St. Andrew’s Lutheran) Pro Organo CD 7184

René Marceau


